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The online market place. An argument for self-regulation.  

Recognising the problems with the online trade in animals 
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«Online pet sales in the EU. What’s the cost?» 

2017, EU Dog and Cat Alliance, Blue Cross for Pets 
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Doing nothing 

 

Doing everything 
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Doing the least  

in one’s power 
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Doing the least  

in one’s power 

«In reference to ads of trading, exchanging and adopting of pets 

 

It is our professional duty to bring to your attention that the 

majority of the ads posted on your platform are in direct violation 

of multiple laws and legal provisions in force or are the result of 

such violations. It is the legal responsibility of public institutions 

such as the National Authority for Animal Sanitation and Food 

Safety or the Romanian Police to raise these flags and to ensure 

the laws in question are complied with; it is the moral duty of 

animal protection organizations – such as ours – to do the same 

thing.» 
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Thank 
you, 
please 
tell us 
more 

Thank you and 
goodbye 

No answer 
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Alexandru Stan, Head of the  

Fraud and Filtering Department 

OLX Romania, Naspers Group 
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from May 2017 to November 2018 

 

Terms and conditions changed and enriched 

 

15 filters regularly updated in the Pets category 

 

400 ads selling forbidden dog breeds  

are blocked and/or deleted each month 

 

a positive visual promoting education and the law is 

added on the page (Their life matters. In Romania, 

pets are protected by law X.) 

 

a text box pops up when the seller writes a dog 

selling ad: Please include the registration number of 

either the pedigree certificate or the mating and 

birth certificate 

≈16,000  

dogs and cats 

selling ads 

monthly 



 

Please do the least you can.  

Thank you. 
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